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In the text of your paper you acknowledge the sources you used with a brief parenthetical citation that 
refers to an alphabetical Works Cited list at the end of the paper. The brief citation should include just 
enough information for a reader to find the full citation in the list as well as a page number, if 
appropriate. For example, if you are citing a fact found on page 359 of Up from History by Robert J. 
Norrell, the brief citation might be (Norrell 359); it might be (Norrell Up 359) if your list contains two 
books by Norrell. If you mention the author by name, you may need just need the page number (359). 

Formatting the Works Cited list (pp. 20-53 of MLA Handbook, 8th edition) 

 Start the list on a new page with the page number in the upper right-hand corner, .5” from the 
top, flush with the right margin. 

 Center the title (Works Cited) 1” from the top of the page. 

 Double-space the entire list, including between the title and first entry. 

 Start the first line of each entry flush with the left margin, and indent subsequent lines of the 
entry .5” from the left margin. 

 Use the abbreviations listed in section 1.6 of the handbook where appropriate. 

 Sort the entries in alphabetical order (see section 2.7 for details). 

Changes from the 7th edition: 

 Include “vol.”, “no.”, and “p.”/“pp.” when you include the volume, number, and page numbers. 

 Do not include the place of publication. 

 Do not include a medium of publication (Print, Web, Film, DVD, etc.). 

 Date of access for online sources is optional but can be important for pages likely to change. 

 Include the URL of online publications, but omit http://; use a permalink or DOI, if available. 

 Do not use abbreviations for missing information such as date and page numbers. 

PRINT SOURCES  

Book 
One author (p. 21) 

Fairbanks, Carol. Prairie Women: Images in American and Canadian 
Fiction. Yale UP, 1986.  

Book 
Two authors (p. 21) 

Smilow, Rick, and Anne E. McBride. Culinary Careers: How to Get Your 
Dream Job in Food with Advice from Top Culinary Professionals.  
1st ed., Clarkson Potter, 2010. 

Book 
More than 2 authors (p. 22) 

Gilman, Sander, et al. Hysteria beyond Freud. U of California P, 1993. 

Book 
Unknown author (p. 24) 

New York Public Library American History Desk Reference. Macmillan, 
1997. 

Book 
Anthology (p. 23) 

Feldman, Paula R., editor. British Women Poets of the Romantic Era. 
Johns Hopkins UP, 1997. 

Book 
Work in an anthology  
(p. 27) 

Shutte, Nancy, and Laura Tangley. "Problem Drinkers Can Learn 
Moderation." Addiction: Opposing Viewpoints, edited by 
Jennifer A. Hurley, Greenhaven, 2000, pp. 93-100. 

Article 
Magazine (p. 45) 

(Abbreviate all months 
except May, June and July.) 

(The first article below is from a weekly magazine; the second is from a 
monthly magazine.) 

Mathews, Jay. "How to Build a Better High School." Newsweek, 16 May 
2005, pp. 52-57. 

Wright, Karen. "The First Earthlings." Discover, Mar. 2003, pp. 24-25. 
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Article 
Journal (p. 45) 

Cnattingius, Sven, et al. "Pregnancy Characteristics and Maternal Risk 
of Breast Cancer."  JAMA, vol. 294, no. 19, 2005, pp. 2474-2480. 

Albada, Kelly Fudge. "The Public and Private Dialogue about the 
American Family on Television." Journal of Communication, vol. 
50, no. 4, 2000, pp. 79-110. 

Article 
Newspaper (p. 45, p. 110) 

Harris, Nicole. “Airports in the Throes of Change.” Wall Street Journal, 
27 Mar. 2002, pp. B1+. 

“Elections Could Change the Game for Contractors.” Washington Post, 
15 Sep. 2008, p. D2. 

Article 
Reference Book (p. 39,  
p. 108) 

Matthews, Robert J. "Mental Representation." Encyclopedia of 
Philosophy, edited by Donald M. Borchert, 2nd ed., vol. 6, 
Macmillan Reference USA, 2006. 

ELECTRONIC SOURCES  

Online book (p. 34) Murray, Geoffrey. Doing Business in China: The Last Great Market. 
Routledge, 2013. eBook Collection (EBSCOhost), 
search.ebscohost.com/login… 

Magazine article from 
library database (p. 31-32, 
p. 45) 

Mone, Gregory. “Frozen. Irradiated. Desolate. Alive?” Discover, Nov. 
2012, pp. 30-37. Academic Search Premier, 
search.ebscohost.com/ login…  

Journal article from library 
database (p. 31-32, p. 45) 

Shein, Paichi. “Seeing with Two Eyes.” Journal for Research in 
Mathematics Education, vol. 43, no. 2, 2012, pp. 182-222. 
JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/10.5951/jresematheduc.43.2.0182 

Hughes, Katherine L., and Judith Scott-Clayton. “Assessing 
Developmental Assessment in Community Colleges.” 
Community College Review, vol. 39, no. 4, 2011, pp. 327-351. 
MasterFILE Premier, doi: 10.1177/0091552111426898. 

Newspaper article from 
library database (p. 31,  
p. 45) 

Lewin, Tamar. " Community Colleges Challenge Hierarchy with 4-Year 
Degrees.” New York Times, 3 May 2009, p. A23. National 
Newspapers Core, 
http://ezproxy.scottsdalecc.edu:2105/nationalnewscore... 

Encyclopedia  article or 
work in anthology from 
library database (pp. 37-38) 

Blank, Trevor J. “Hurston, Zora Neale (1891-1960).” The Greenwood 
Encyclopedia of Folktales and Fairy Tales, edited by Donald 
Haase, vol. 2, Greenwood P, 2008, pp. 461-463. Gale Virtual 
Reference Library, go.galegroupu.com/ps/i.do… 

Website (p. 53) CNN. Cable News Network, 2016, www.cnn.com. Accessed 22 Sept. 
2016.  

Article or page on Web site 
(p. 42) 

(The publisher of the first Web site example below is the same as the 
title of the site and therefore omitted.) 

Musinsky, Gerald. “Animal Spirits.” Encyclopedia Mythica, 1 Aug. 1998, 
www.pantheon.org/articles/a/animal_spirits.html. Accessed 2 
Oct. 2015. 

“Treatments for Alzheimer’s Disease.” alz.org, Alzheimer’s Association, 
2016, www.alz.org/alzheimers_disease_treatments.asp. 
Accessed 30 Aug 2016. 

NONPRINT SOURCES  

Interview  (This example is based on previous MLA publications; it is not covered 
in the MLA 8th ed.) 

Prince, Linda. Personal interview. 24 Dec. 2015. 

DVD (p. 38) Vertigo. Directed by Alfred Hitchcock, performances by James Stewart 
and Kim Novak, Universal, 2008. 

 

 

 


